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THe CHaPPLe
L U C K E T T S  D E S I G N E R  M A K E S       D R E A M  W E D D I N G S  C O M E  T R U E

B Y  T H E R E S E  P .  H O W E
p h o t o g r a p h  b y 

g e n e v i e v e  l e i p e r  p h o t o g r a p h y

GOIN’ TO 



W I N T E R  2 0 1 0 	 4 14 0 		  L o u d o u n  M a g a z ine 

T
here are Dream Weddings, 

then there are Loudoun Dream 

Weddings — and Holly Heider 

Chapple has helped make many 

of them come true. After 19 

years of making brides ooh and 

ahh over her floral bouquets 

and arrangements, she’s begun 

expanding her artistic vision and exercising her 

creative talents to the overall design concept of 

The Big Day.

	 Born into the Heider farming family of 

western Loudoun, Chapple has long been a 

cheerleader for the county.

	 “Loudoun has resorts, estate homes, private 

gardens, the vineyards — I mean it, we have 

absolutely everything here!

	 “It’s so easy to be a designer in Loudoun, 

each venue inspires a different feeling or look.  

A sexy resort like Lansdowne often compels me 

to design clean, crisp, and dramatic pieces.  This 

venue can handle a glamorous or 

contemporary look as well. I literally can leave 

the resort and in minutes be  

standing in a vineyard or historic estate, 

where my designs often range from 

rustic to vintage. It’s fabulous for me 

because it always keeps me thinking 

and being creative.”

	 As the Chapple brand evolves, she 

retains the passion and attention to  

detail that has been her trademark for 

almost two decades in the industry. 

	 “She has an incredible ability to take 

your ideas and organize them into a  

fluid style that continues to evolve as 

your big day approaches,” says Macken-

zie Aiken, who was married in Septem-

ber.  “Ours was the first event in which Holly was 

the event manager, but you would have thought 

she had been doing it her whole career.  From 

the resources she was able to come up with and 

having her working with various vendors  

to be sure everything was in place, we never  

had to worry that something would go wrong.  

Everything was beautiful and perfect and we 

know she had a huge hand in that.” 

Chapple’s husband, Evan, 

has been a key resource in her 

new role as event designer. 

Evan can build just about 

anything, such as this chuppah, 

a Jewish ceremonial canopy 

that he created from birch poles. 
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Her love for antiques often leads  CHAPPLE  to unexpected finds  
that make clever and unique accents, like this farm table  

used to serve drinks at a RECENT reception. 

 GENEVIEVE LEIPER PHOTOGRAPHY

Chapple created a special 

topiary out of rosemary for a 

bride whose family comes from 

Croatia, where the aromatic 

herb signals a welcome to 

wedding guests.

KRISTEN GARDNER PHOTOGRAPHY

For an autumn wedding 
this year, Chapple 
designed a tart station 
using mason jars filled 
with pumpkins, apples, 
lemons and pecans to 
indicate the flavors of 
the treats.

TERRA DAWN PHOTOGRAPHY

Blogging has opened a new window to the world for Chapple, prompting her 
to style recent photo shoots such as this one where she used props from her 
father’s Heider’s Country Store for a farmer’s market-themed look. 
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THE HOLLY 
HEIDER CHAPPLE 
STAMP

As her floral business has flourished to up to seven weddings a weekend, Chapple  has turned her eye to new 
challenges.  “We would rather do two to three really nice, significant weddings that we can really manage, oversee 
and really put the Holly Chapple stamp on. When MY TEAM AND I just show up with the bouquets, boutonnieres and 
corsages, sometimes the event isn’t necessarily my style and THE COHESIVE LOOK IS MISSING. IF I’M INVOLVED I CAN HELP 
CHOOSE THE LINENS, CHINA AND RENTALS, AS WELL AS HELP DEVELOP A THEME. WE ALSO OFFER SOFTWARe THAT HELPS BRIDES MANAGE 
THEIR WHOLE EVENT, FROM GUEST LIST TO SEATING CHART. I WISH EACH WEDDING COULD BE a full-throttle, completed look that 
has my name on it.” brides such as mackenzie aiken and Kathryn Duncan, whose october wedding is shown on these 
pages, have hired her to do just that this year.

The groom’s sketch of a tree with 
falling leaves, used in the couple’s 
Save the Date card, inspired Chapple to 
create this placecard board – a sturdy 
design built by her husband, Evan. 

Chapple  transformed Evan’s 
chuppah poles into an echo of 
the placecard board design to 
frame where the couple would 
stand during the ceremony. 

Small arrangements of moss balls softened the look 
of four large trees in the corner of the atrium.

Clever grapevine ball arrangements marked 
the aisles.

Chapple created low centerpieces in boxes of old barn 
wood and marked the tables with mini chalkboards.

Kathryn at first didn’t want a cake topper, 
but went for Chapple’s  suggestion for a 
monogram made of bark wire instead.

PHOTOGRAPHY THESE PAGES BY GENEVIEVE LEIPER PHOTOGRAPHY
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I
n her 19 years in the wedding industry, 
Holly Heider Chapple has worked with 
vendors throughout metropolitan Wash-
ington, D.C., and stands behind the ef-
forts of her county colleagues. “Don't get 
me wrong, I love doing events in the city, 

but it's not as much of a team effort. We partner 
out here in Loudoun, and we all work together. 
When you love the people you work with you 
find yourself putting extra heart and soul into 
the job. There's just this kind of rhythm that we 
all have and it produces an event that is beyond 
anything, even in the city.”
	 Below, Chapple talks about some of her favor-
ite partners based in Loudoun:

PHOTOGRAPHY
	 I do of course adore flowers, but I think that 
photography is the most important thing and 
that you should never, ever skimp on your pho-
tographer. When all this is said and done, all you 
are left with are the images. They are the most 
important thing you will do on your wedding 
day, absolutely hands down. And then the flow-
ers!
	 With photographers, I think it's so important 
for the bride and groom to feel comfortable with 
their photographer. Genevieve Leiper is just 
down to earth; she's got a big huge happy smile 
and a great attitude. You will never look back at 
your images and think that they were trendy. 
She's going to get the good, solid, clean shots. 
She'll get the fun in there too. You know, all the 

cute little things where they're showing 
their socks and stuff, she’s the complete 
package.
	 I also love Bob Updegrove. He has 
developed a huge following because 
he was a photographer for many of 
Loudoun’s brides and grooms when 
they were in the high school. He would 
capture all of the sporting events and 
the award ceremonies as they were 
growing up. Most of the local couples 
know him and that creates a wonderful 
comfort level for the brides and grooms. 
	 Joylyn Hannahs is another solid 
Loudoun County photographer. Her 
photography is fun, classic and clean. 
She also has a studio in downtown 
Leesburg, she is a remarkable artist and 
she is Loudoun County born and raised.  
Again, photography is your most im-
portant investment. Your photographer 
will give you your wedding to enjoy 
over and over again.

CATERING
	 I love Celebrations Catering and their staff 
never ceases to amaze me. Their food is very 
now, very trendy, very cool. We have been guests 
at several Celebrations Catering events and our 
whole family loves their food, and trust me it’s 
hard to please nine people! They also have a truly 
delightful staff behind them and I admire their 
work ethic. 

	 I also love Tuskies (Tuscarora Mill). They do a 
fabulous job and you can have the quality dinner 
that they offer in the restaurant, on site. 
	 I adore Joan Wolford at Savoir Fare. She has 
a restaurant in Round Hill, where you can get 
a sneak peak of some of her wonderful edible 
creations! One of my favorites is her berry salad, 
and she uses local berries and cheeses for this 
specialty! What makes her so attractive is that 
she can encompass such a wide range, from 

very now, very couture food to very hearty solid 
Virginian cuisine. 
	 Then there's also Karen Harper-Fuog  
(of Round Hill), another local caterer. I am always 
so impressed when I see her grilling vegetables 
on site. Karen is also a extraordinary baker and 
often does the wedding cakes in house! 

VENUES
 	 I am always taken aback by the upscale resort 
feel that Lansdowne has. We tend to take the 
things in Loudoun for granted and that's just 
a venue that is absolutely noteworthy. Even if 
your wedding isn’t at Lansdowne, I would highly 
encourage having your guests stay there just be-
cause it's an awesome vacation experience. They 
offer seasonal music festivals, tourism options 
such as trips to the vineyards, and their Sunday 
brunch is a must! This venue is perfect for a 
destination wedding even if you are a local.
	 I adore the integrity that Thomas Birkby 
House and Whitehall Manor operate under. 

Those venues are always meticulous, every single 
solitary spot is clean and the gardens are im-
maculate. I love the historic value of both of those 
properties.
	 The Birkby is in downtown Leesburg. I think 
your photographs and your options for getting 
images are amazing. I appreciate the fact that you 
have the option for an outdoor wedding but you 
also have a finished house that you're able to use. 
	 Sometimes that's a problem with historical 
properties: some of the larger estates, not neces-
sarily in Loudoun, don't really encourage use of 
the home and both of those venues do. They're 
also decorated and finished with lots of visual 
interest not just an empty void. 
	 I feel completely at home at Whitehall, which 
also has a fabulous backup plan. If it should rain, 
you go into the ballroom and you marry in front 
of this old arched window that's just an architec-
tural dream, and it’s the old beveled glass, so it 
sparkles differently than regular glass. When they 
designed the new addition, they put a skylight in 

the ceiling so even if it's a rainy day you still get a 
natural light that's like moonbeams.
	 Another place I'm falling in love with is 
Murray Hill, which has a view that absolutely 
blows my mind. You will have to work with rental 
companies if your event is of a certain size but 
the owner helps you orchestrate those. It’s a 
truly remarkable place that literally sits on a cliff 
overlooking the Potomac.
	 For the wine fanatics our vineyards offer 
several incredible options but it’s important to 
understand that the vineyards are working farms 
and open to the public. Understand that you may 
have a few tourists on site when you arrive but 
the staff will certainly have them cleared out long 
before the first guests arrive. There’s a charm that 
no other venue can provide like a vineyard. 

EVENT DECOR
	 My favorite shop that I always go to is On a 
Whim, a local antique store right down the street 
and across from my dad's store. Donna Troxler 
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ABOVE AND RIGHT: WHITEHALL MANOR IN BLUEMONT
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THOMAS BIRKBY HOUSE
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HOLLY HEIDER CHAPPLE, LEFT, AND BRIDE SARA FRANK
KIRSTEN GARDNER PHOTOGRAPHY

CHRISTMAS

SALE
20% OFF

STERLING SILVER

Unique, Handcrafted

Custom Designs & Repairs in Silver, Gold and Platinum.

One of a Kind Artisan Jewelry. Market Station Dowtown Leesburg, 203-A Harrison St. SE 
Leesburg, VA 20175, 703.777.7661

www.DesignerGoldsmith.com

2 East Washington Street, Middleburg, VA 20117
(540) 687-6301 • www.redfox.com

Your Original Hunt Country Inn
Whether you are looking for a romantic

getaway weekend, an intimate dining experience,
or a classic venue for your special event or meeting,

our property provides the perfect setting.

Fine Food & Lodging

c. 1728

 

Specializing in custom floral design for weddings and  

events in Northern VA and the DC Metro area.   

Melanie McKenzie  703.309.3958  www.mellefleur.com  

MelleFleur8H.indd   1 11/23/10   3:57 PM

is an interior decorator and owner of that shop. 
Anything I decide I want for a wedding, she can 
find it: an old farm table, antique handkerchiefs, 
great cake plates, and beautiful vintage brooches. 
I've gotten beautiful brooches down there that 
we'll put on the stems of the bouquet, cinch it up 
and close it that way. Little things like that are 
priceless, they become an heirloom, and those 
are the details that make a Holly Heider Chapple 
wedding so special. 
	 I moved in with them (as a vendor) right 
about the time the vintage craze hit the wedding 
industry. All of a sudden, I needed milk glasses, 
blue Mason jars, lanterns, old scales and wooden 
boxes. I just started going there and saying, “I 

need 15 wooden boxes this weekend, can you 
guys get them for me?”  and they would find it 
for me. 
	 I buy them for an event, and if I can bear to 
part with them and don't see a need for them 
for an upcoming event in the future, then I take 
them down to my booth and put them up for 
sale. So it's really just been a neat mix. I do enjoy 
marketing and I've had fun letting the rest of 
the wedding industry know about On a Whim. I 
think you could walk through that door any day 
of the week and find inspiration and plan your 
whole entire wedding. One little handkerchief, 
tiny jewel or silver vessel can inspire a whole 
entire wedding theme.  
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